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The District shall provide a wide range of instructional resources for students and faculty that present 
varying levels of difficulty, diversity of appeal, and a variety of points of view. Although trained 
professional staff are afforded the freedom to select instructional resources for their use in accordance 
with SRSD Policy IJ, the ultimate authority for determining and approving the curriculum and 
instructional program of the District lies with the Board.  
 
OBJECTIVES In this policy, "instructional resources" refers to textbooks, library acquisitions, 
supplemental materials for classroom use, and any other material used for formal or informal teaching and 
learning purposes. The primary objectives of instructional resources are to deliver, support, enrich, and 
assist in implementing the District's educational program.  
The District generally shall rely on its professional staff to select and acquire instructional resources that:  

1. Enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration students' varied interests, abilities, 
learning styles, and maturity levels.  

2. Stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic values, and societal 
standards.  

3. Present various sides of controversial issues so that students have an opportunity to develop, 
under guidance, skills in critical analysis and in making informed judgments in their daily lives.  

4. Represent many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their contributions to the national 
heritage and world community.  

 
CRITERIA In the selection of instructional resources other than textbooks, especially library 
acquisitions and supplemental materials for classroom use, professional staff shall ensure that materials:  

1. Are consistent with the general educational goals of the District and the aims and objectives of 
individual schools and specific courses.  

2. Meet high standards of quality in format, content, and production.  
3. Are appropriate for the subject and for the age, ability level, learning style, and social and 

emotional development of the students for whom they are selected.  
4. Are designed to provide information that will motivate students to examine their own attitudes, to 

understand their rights, duties, and responsibilities as citizens, and to make informed judgments in 
their daily lives.  

 
VIDEOS 

1. No videos should be shown in the elementary school that are rated PG, PG-13, R, NC-17, or X.  
2. No videos should be shown in the middle school that are rated R, NC-17 or X.  Any videos that 

are rated PG or PG-13 that a teacher should wish to show must meet all requirements stated in 
SRSD Policy IJ.  In addition, said video must have the approval of the principal and a permission 
slip must be mailed home outlining the rationale for the use of the video and requiring the 
permission of the parent/guardian.  Absent a signed permission slip, the child may not view the 
video.   

3. No videos should be shown in the high school that are rated NC-17 or X.  Any videos that are 
rated PG, PG-13, or R that a teacher should wish to show must meet all requirements stated in 
SRSD Policy IJ.  In addition, said video must have the approval of the principal and a notice must 
be mailed home outlining the date and rationale for the use of the video.  The note should request 
that any parent/guardian who does not wish his/her child to view a particular video should so 
notify the instructor and an alternate plan for that child will be developed.  
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As outlined in my memo of October 16, 2000, I would encourage consideration of the following: 
If we as educators wish to have any degree of academic freedom, I believe we must exercise good 
judgment in the selection of our instructional materials.  We cannot choose materials that promote the 
very things that we often complain about, i.e. increasing violence, lack of respect for authority, 
general degradation of societal mores.  If we claim the role of parents, in their absence at school, then 
we must meet the very standard that we aspire to them, i.e. adequate supervision, good judgment and 
proper moral guidance. 

 
 
Gifts of instructional resources shall be evaluated according to these criteria and accepted or rejected 
accordingly.  
 
 
Selection of materials is an ongoing process that includes the removal of resources no longer appropriate 
and the periodic replacement or repair of lost and worn materials still of educational value.  
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